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In the South,
they call it

Low Country-
those wet, reedy
plains where
the ocean and
rivers frequently
wash over

the terrain. The
homes of

the region

are much like
the people:
casual, friendly,
and adaptable.
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aving lived in 13 different houses, Chat and
Jean Whitmore knew what they wanted—and, equally
important, what they didn’t want—in their retirement home.
“We know how we like to live and how we entertain,” Jean
says. "We loved the idea of a Low Country home because
we're on the outskirts of Charleston, South Carolina, and we
didn't want our home to be formal. Everything we were
drawn to was light and airy—Ilike summer inside."

Knowing what layouts had worked in the past and
referencing Jean's extensive stash of magazine clippings, the
couple took an unconventional approach to designing their
home: They pieced it together room-by-room, considering
traffic flow, function, and connections between rooms before
committing the plan to paper. “It really helps to visualize how
you want the house to look,” Jean says.

What the couple envisioned was pure South. “We wanted a
house that evoked the romance of an old Southern home, one
with a wide front porch where everyone gathers to sip cool
drinks and chat, with doors that open to catch the coastal
breezes,” Jean says. To get an idea of the exact elements they

needed, the Whitmores visited homes in the area with their
general contractor, Steve Kendrick. They saw wood siding,
wood porch floors, and narrow windows and doors as they
scanned the area. So that's what they ordered.

Geography and climate also dictated several choices.
Because occasional flooding is a concern, the foundation was
elevated to a foot above flood level. Blazing summer sun
dictated the need for shade, leading to generously sized eaves
and a covered front porch. Intense sunlight also drove the
decision to install reflective light-color metal roofing, which
reduces heat absorption.

Inside, the Whitmores opted for the feel of a Southern
cottage—as interpreted for modern times. The heart of the
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home is a broad, open public space of about 1,000 square feet
that serves as a living room, dining area, and kitchen. “It's
where we hang out most of the time," Jean says. Rugs and
furniture delineate the living and dining rooms. In lieu of a
center hall, five sets of French doors connect the front porch to
the main indoor living area

The most striking architectural detail throughout the house
is the horizontal wood siding covering the walls. This was a
gignature element used in old Southern homes because wood
was readily available at low cost and plaster walls were an
expensive luxury. "I saw it in a photo, and it reminded me of
how houses used to be built,"” Jean says.

Installation of the interior siding was one of the biggest
challenges, Kendrick says, “We used 1x6-inch tongue-and-
groove pine with a beaded edge. It has to be perfectly square
and plumb, which makes the job more difficult. I think there
are only 10 sheets of drywall in the entire house.”

Furnishing the main living area also was challenging,
interior designer Betsy Schmidt says. Not only did furniture
define spaces, but also the many exterior doors pushed tables
and chairs away from the room's longest wall. “You see
everything at one time, so one element has to complement
another. Yet you don't want the effect to look like a showroom,”
she says

As with the architectural design, simplicity, functionality,
and easy elegance were mandates for the interior decor
Beaded-board ceilings, heart pine floors, and plantation



“You see everything atone tiffie;
one element has to complement another

Hterior designer Bétsy Schmiedt
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shutters reflect a coastal sensibility. A neutral color palette
reinforces the cool, welcoming feel.

There was also the issue of the kitchen, which is open to
view as part of the main public space. An avid cook, Jean
chose to create a modified galley design in a niche next to the
dining room.

Modest in size but equipped with all the luxuries of the day,
the kitchen features an efficient work triangle. "It is so user-
friendly," Jean says. "I can get to the stove, to the sink, or to
the refrigerator without walking my legs off. And when we
entertain, everyone hangs out at the island.”

Jean kept the kitchen's look clean with flecked-granite
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